
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 10, 2020 



 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                                                   May 10, 2020 
 
 

Welcome to God’s House 
 
It’s not a politically correct message Jesus shares in the Gospel today, but it’s a 

biblical one: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Christ’s message is so 

exclusive that it rejects all others. There is only one way to the Father, and that 

way is a person. He doesn’t show us the way or have the truth or lead us to life. 

He is the way, the truth and the life.  

 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Invocation 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
M: Dear friends in Christ, today we continue to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Let us draw near 

to him in worship and praise, in our thoughts and our prayers.  
 
 Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
M: This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
M: Come, let us worship! 

 
 
Opening Hymn                          Christ Be My Leader   CW #367 
 
Christ be my leader by night as by day, 

Safe through the darkness, for he is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future his care; 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
 
Christ be my teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth. 

Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand. 

Doubt cannot daunt me—in Jesus I stand! 
 
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for he is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation—with Jesus I reign! 

 



 
Confession of Sins 
 
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,  

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting 

in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
   
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the  

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
C:  ♫   To God be the glory; great things he has done!                      CW   #399:1 

He so loved the world that he gave us his Son, 
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 
And give him the glory—great things he has done! 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
M: Lord God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts 

may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

         
           
Scripture Reading                     1 Peter 2:4-10 
 
 4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you 

also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  

   “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone,  

and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  

 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,  

      “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” 8 and,  

      “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  

  They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.  

 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a 

people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received  



mercy.  

 
 
Gospel                                                      John 14:1-12              
     
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many 

rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 

go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”  
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 

seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone 

who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I 

am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly 

I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things 

than these, because I am going to the Father.  
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn            Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled   CWS #759 
 
Refrain:   Do not let your hearts be troubled;  



have faith in God and faith in me.  

I will go forth to prepare a place for you;  

then I’ll come back to take you with me,  

that where I am, you may also be. 
 
In God’s house there are many places  

For you alone to dwell in safety.                         

You know the way to where I’ll lead you;  

If you are lost, I will show the way.  Refrain 
 
I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;  

Only through me can you know what I know.  

If you knew me, you would know the Father; 

If you see me, you see your God. Refrain 
 
The words I speak are not only of myself;  

It is your God who lives within me.  

If you believe that your God and I are one,  

I will provide when you call my name.  Refrain 

 
 
Sermon                                 John 14:1-6 

Words of Comfort in Times of Trouble 

 
Offering 

                      
 
Prayer of the Church             
 
Almighty God, you sent your Son to be the Way to heaven by his death and resurrection. Strengthen his 

rule in our hearts through the Truth of Your Word and Sacraments, so that we might rejoice in him, our 

Life, both now and forever. 
 
Gracious God, you have established the home and blessed those who show us Your love. On this Mother’ss 

Day and every day, bless all mothers and the children in their care. Bless all families and make their homes 

places of blessing and love, where your Word is spoken, forgiveness reigns and love is practiced. Give us 

good examples to inspire youth to all that is good and pure, and to seek after these things.  
 
O Lord, even as you make your Son known to us through your holy Word, so you also make known your 

creation through discovery and education. As another school year winds down, bless all educators with the 

gift of patience and teaching, especially with the unique challenges they face this year. Bless all students 

with ears that are still ready to hear and learn, wisdom to use that knowledge according to your will, and 

faith to trust in you as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   
 
Merciful Father, you have compassion upon the sick and those in need and have promised not to ignore 

them in their afflictions. Turn back the pandemic across the globe, and give us relief. Bless all healthcare 

workers with strength, the sick with healing, those who suffer with strength and patience, and the dying 

with peace.  
 



Holy Lord, we give you thanks for all those whom you have called out of darkness and into your marvelous 

light. With thanks for all the saints whom you have gathered to yourself throughout the ages, continue to 

enlighten us by your grace until we join them before your throne; we ask these things in the name of Jesus 

Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life, whose prayer we also pray…. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Blessing 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn                 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   CWS #771 
 
I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.  

God set the stars to give light to the world; the star of my life is Jesus. 
 
Refrain:  In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike.  

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
I want to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus.  

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 

 

 

 
 

 

In Our Prayers   Theresa Ehlers, continuing with treatment for cancer; also the sister of Sandy Justman, 

recently diagnosed with cancer and being treated at Froedtert Hospital in Milwaukee.  
 
Confirmation Day   Today was to be Confirmation Day for 7 of our young people. Presently we have 

tentatively rescheduled the day for June 7th.  
 



Thanks to a number of people who again contributed to putting together (and getting out) the video 

worship devotion this morning: Bonnie Herman, Kyra Herman, Alyce Herman, Keith Herman, Mallory 

Lindert, Christa Musack, Lily Musack, Anna Bode, Tierney Herman, Vicki Bartelt and Steve Galleske.  
 
Free Meditations and Forward in Christ Digital Copies Available  The new quarterly edition of Meditations 

daily devotional and the May edition of Forward in Christ magazine have arrived and are in the fellowship 

hall. However, as we are not currently holding our in-person worship services, Northwestern Publishing 

House realizes that we may be having trouble getting them in print form distributed to our members. 

Therefore they are encouraging you to download a free digital copy of both that can be viewed on your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone. Click on https://online.nph.net/free-resources to download your 

complimentary digital copy of Meditations and Forward in Christ, as well as other free resources and 

materials to help your family stay connected to Christ from Northwestern Publishing House. 
 
Print Copies of the Forward in Christ magazines, newsletters, bulletins, etc…are available in the fellowship 

hall. If you’d like to get out of the house or are on the way to or from the grocery store, stop in and pick up 

a copy. Do you know someone who could benefit from spiritual comfort right now? This would be a perfect 

time to share with them the strength from God’s Word found in Forward in Christ. 
 
Video Link  Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. The Way to What?   Heaven. Here’s a link to “Sweet 

Rivers of Redeeming Love,” which speaks about “crossing the Jordan….to Canaan’s happy shore,” the life 

we’re looking forward to in heaven someday. 

https://www.facebook.com/richard.swanson.77/videos/3204906286188241/UzpfSTE0MTYzNjEwOTI6MTA

yMTg3MTMzOTg1NzIyMDc/ 
 
Gifts for Confirmation and Mother’s Day   Day after day, God continues to watch over his children in times 

of struggle and celebration. Northwestern Publishing House is committed to helping you find ways to 

spread comfort and encouragement through books and gifts as confirmation and Mother's Day approach. 

Explore the digital spring catalog at https://online.nph.net/springcatalog. Get $5 off when you purchase 

$25 or more through today, May 10. Just enter the code MOM20 to apply the discount during checkout or 

mention it over the phone when you call customer service at 1.800.662.6022. 
 
Lord’s Supper   We continue to offer Holy Communion for any of our members by appointment. Please 

contact Pastor Bode at revsdb@aol.com or 262.483.0407 to schedule a time that is convenient for you.  
 
Family Devotions  WELS Commission on Discipleship offers devotions developed for the entire family to 

use. The devotions will coincide with the previous Sunday’s Bible readings. Each devotion is complete with 

a set of questions for different age groups, a prayer, and hymn verses that can be sung or spoken. You can 

subscribe to have the devotions e-mailed to you at wels.net/subscribe, find them on the WELS Facebook 

page fb.com/welslutherans, or visit wels.net/family-devotions. 
 
Offerings   Thank you to those who have been dropping off, mailing or who have signed up for online  

giving. Your weekly offerings are still needed even though we are not meeting together each week. You 

may bring offering envelopes to the church (fellowship hall door), mail them (6430 County Road D, 

Allenton, WI 53002), or feel free to use the online option at www.zionallenton.org. The online option can 

be used as a one-time gift or you can use it to sign up for a recurring offering. 
 

https://online.nph.net/free-resources
https://www.facebook.com/richard.swanson.77/videos/3204906286188241/UzpfSTE0MTYzNjEwOTI6MTAyMTg3MTMzOTg1NzIyMDc/
https://www.facebook.com/richard.swanson.77/videos/3204906286188241/UzpfSTE0MTYzNjEwOTI6MTAyMTg3MTMzOTg1NzIyMDc/
https://online.nph.net/springcatalog
mailto:revsdb@aol.com
https://wels.net/subscribe/
https://www.facebook.com/welslutherans/videos/670887846787391/
https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/family-devotions/
http://www.zionallenton.org/


Mother’s Day   Last, but definitely not least, here’s a poem to remember our mothers on this Mother’s Day 

2020. We thank God for them and we pray that they find their true sense of purpose, worth, endurance, 

and joy in Jesus. 

 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, only Son of the living God,  
Who was born of the promise to a virgin named Mary. 

I believe in the love Mary gave her Son 
That caused her to follow him during his ministry 

And stand by his cross as he died. 
I believe in the love of all mothers 

And in its importance in the children they bear. 
Stronger than steel, softer than down, 

More resilient than a sapling on the hillside. 
It closes wounds, melts disappointments, 

And enables the weakest child to stand tall 
And straight in the fields of adversity. 
I believe that this love, even at its best 

Is only a shadow of the love of God, 
A reflection of all we can expect from him  

Both in this life and the next. 
I believe that one of the most beautiful sights 

In the world is a mother who lets Christ’s greater love 
Flow through her to her child, 

Blessing the world with the tenderness of her touch and the tears of her joy.  
   

-John Killinger in “Lost in Wonder, Love and Praise” 

                                                                                    
 
 

 


